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Horse Slaughter for Human Consumption Still
Illegal in Texas
Senate Votes to Kill Amendment, Not Horses
(Austin, TX) – July 5, 2003 – Facing intense pressure from pro-horse slaughter forces,
Senator Robert Deuell (R-Greenville) stood his ground to keep his Senate bill free of
an unwelcome House amendment to legalize horse slaughter for human
consumption. The controversial amendment was hurriedly tacked on in the House as
a final attempt to decriminalize the activities of two foreign-owned horse slaughter
plants operating in Texas.
Legislation to protect these plants, the only two remaining in the United States, was
originally introduced in the House and sponsored by Rep. Betty Brown (R-Terrell) as
House Bill 1324. The bill was approved by the House, but efforts to get the bill to the
Senate floor for a vote failed when Senator Rodney Ellis (D-Houston) used a
procedural move to hold the bill in committee.
In response to Senator Ellis’ efforts to stop the bill in the Senate, the pro-slaughter
forces in the House pulled a last-minute maneuver last week to resurrect horse
slaughter legislation by adding an amendment to Senator Deuell’s omnibus agriculture
bill, Senate Bill 1413, an otherwise popular piece of legislation that faced little
opposition in either the House or the Senate.
Senator Deuell stripped the amendment from his bill in a conference committee and
was supported by three of four other senators on the committee including Senators
Barrientos, Jackson and Madla.
A statewide voter survey concerning horse slaughter was conducted by Mason-Dixon
Polling and Research from May 4 through May 6 this year. The survey revealed that
77 percent of Texans are opposed to changing state law to legalize the slaughter of
horses for human consumption.
If the amendment has passed into law, not only would the two foreign-owned slaughter
plants be able to slaughter American horses and sell their meat to foreign countries,
but they could also sell horse meat in Texas and the rest of the United States. This
amendment would have overturned a 2002 Texas Attorney General’s ruling that the
two horse slaughter plants, French-owned Dallas Crown in Kaufman and
Belgian-owned Beltex in Fort Worth, are operating illegally and must shut down or face
prosecution.
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Horses have traditionally played
an important role in American
history. A fact strongly illustrated
as their image has been
continually depicted on coins,
state seals and bronze statues
such as this one outside the
Texas State Capitol Building .

With a strong message of opposition to horse slaughter
coming from Texas, the focus now turns to passage of the
American Horse Slaughter Prevention Act (HR 857), currently
before the U.S. Congress. This Act will prohibit the slaughter
of horses in the U.S. and ensure that American horses are not
shipped even greater distances to Canada, Mexico or Japan
to be slaughtered for human consumption. Tracy and Kelly
Young – directors of the Lost and Found Horse Rescue
Foundation, Inc. – were asked to speak to the Texas House
Agriculture and Livestock Committee in March of this year.
Hanover Shoe Farms stepped up again to support the Horse
Rescue and paid for the Young’s flight to attend the
event. The Young’s were pleasantly surprised by how many
Texas politicians were familiar with L&FHRF from York. “It’s a
humbling experience for us to be part of the process to
change the lives of so many animals and humans,” Tracy
recently noted.

Now the Young’s have also been
asked to speak to Congress
regarding the Federal Bill HR 857 to ban the slaughter of all
horses in the United States. “Over the past 10 years, we
have had thousands of supporters ask how they can help us
make a difference,” Tracy said, “and NOW is the time! We
need supporters of this bill to contact local Congressman
and share their views on banning the horrific slaughter of
American horses.”
Please contact us at 428-9701 if you require photographs
and/or articles for presentation to any of the below
Congressman.

YORK COUNTY STATE SENATORS &
REPRESENTATIVES (2003)
STATE SENATORS
Gibson E. Armstrong
120 South Queen Street
Lancaster, PA 17603
(717)397-1309 – Local
(717)787-6535 – Harrisburg

STATE REPRESENTATIVES
Keith Gillespie
4190 Lincoln Highway
York, PA 17402
(717)840-4711 – Local
(717)507-7167 – Harrisburg

Jeffrey Piccola
27 S. Market Street
P.O. Box 624
Elizabethtown, PA 17023
(717)362-9051 – Local
(717)787-6801 – Harrisburg

Bruce Smith
540B Industrial Drive
Lewisbury, PA 17339
(717)938-4988 – Local
(717)783-8783 – Harrisburg

Michael Waugh
218 N. George St.
York, PA 17401
(717)846-2828 – Local
(717)787-3817 – Harrisburg

Ronald Miller
6872 Susquehanna Trail South
P.O. Box 277
Jacobus, PA 17407
(717)428-9889 – Local
(717)783-8389 – Harrisburg

Tracy Young sits outside the State
Capitol building in Austin, Texas,
while taking a break from the
committee hearing conducted
inside.
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Harold Mowery, Jr.
1023 Mumma Road
Lemoyne, PA 17043
(717)761-4437 – Local
(717)787-8524 – Harrisburg

Stan Saylor
2997 Cape Horn Road
Red Lion, PA 17356
(717)244-9232 – Local
(717)783-6426 – Harrisburg

Terry Punt
166 S. Main Street
Suite 2, Kerrstown Square
Chambersburg, PA 17201
(717)975-2235 – Local
(717)787-4651 – Harrisburg

Stephen H. Stetler
266 E. Market Street
York, PA 17403
(717)848-9595 – Local
(717)787-8995 – Harrisburg

Steven R. Nickol
11 York Street, Suite 101
Hanover, PA 17331
(717)633-1721 – Local
(717)783-8875 – Harrisburg

Beverly Mackereth
1550-C Kenneth Road
York, PA 17404
(717)767-3947 – Local
(717)783-2655 – Harrisburg

GOVERNOR RENDELL’S OFFICE – 2003
(www.legis.state.pa.us AND www.state.pa.us)
Gov. Edward G. Rendell
225 Main Capital Bldng.
Harrisburg, PA 17120
(717)787-2500
E-mail: governor@state.pa.us
Michael J. Masch, Secretary of Budget
238 Main Capital Bldng.
Harrisburg, PA 17120
(717)787-4472
E-mail: governorsoffices@state.pa.us
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